Differentiated Instruction with Caroline Eidson, Ph.D.

Session 1: Overview

http://easylink.playstream.com/21_CenturyLearning/eidson/Differentiated_Core.rm
[Short Form]

http://www.21-learn.com/TeamTarget/ProfessionalDevelopment/DI/3749-CarolineDI1.ram
[Video of Interactive Presentation with PowerPoint]
What do you think about differentiated instruction? How does it fit with what you already do in your classroom? What concerns do you have about it? What changes will you have to make in order to differentiate more of your instruction?

Please complete the Pre-Assessment
Differentiated Instruction Preassessment

Think about your classroom environment and the instructional strategies that you typically use as you respond to the following:

	
	YES
	NO

	When I plan a unit, I make sure that all activities and assessments in it are clearly aligned with the unit objectives.
	
	

	I know my students’ interests and take them into consideration as I design lessons and activities.
	
	

	I know how my students learn best and use that information to design lessons and activities.
	
	

	My students often work in small groups that complete different tasks.
	
	

	My student groupings change frequently.
	
	

	When I give a test or quiz, I use it to determine what more I need to teach to my class rather than going directly on to the next unit and lesson.
	
	

	I spend time each week observing my students as they work either independently or in groups.
	
	

	I give preassessments before the start of each unit and use the information I discover to adapt my teaching of each unit.
	
	

	My students often have different homework assignments. 
	
	

	When I give longer projects, I allow my students to choose from a list of product options.
	
	

	During discussions, I ask questions on a variety of different levels.
	
	

	My evaluations of students are based on their ability to meet my objectives as well as on their entry points with regard to these objectives. 
	
	

	I encourage my students to talk about their differences and similarities.
	
	

	I communicate with parents about how I work to meet different needs in my classroom.
	
	

	I have never taught the same unit in the same way.
	
	

	I use tiered assignments regularly to address different readiness levels in my classroom.
	
	

	I differentiate my instruction in many different ways, across grade levels/subject areas.
	
	

	I employ management techniques that require my students to take responsibility in the classroom.
	
	

	My students have choices in what they learn and/or how they learn.
	
	

	I have materials (for example, trade books and novels) on a variety of different levels for different learners.
	
	

	I am certain that what I ask my students to do is important.
	
	

	When I give an assignment, my students know what is expected of them.
	
	

	I often ask students to give me feedback about my instruction and curricular units, and I use their feedback to make changes to my teaching.
	
	


In the spaces provided or on a separate sheet of paper, reflect on the following questions:

How do you currently meet your students’ different learning needs?

How is your classroom a good fit for students who struggle with learning?

How is it a good fit for students who learn with ease?

How do you address different learning profiles in your teaching?

How do you address student interests in your teaching?

How do you ensure that students work with a variety of different learners in your classroom?

How do you assess student learning in your classroom?

What more do you want to learn about differentiated instruction?

